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The impact of the CSU far exceeds the 

number of students it educates. The CSU pro-
vides more than 200,000 jobs for Californians, 
and research by CSU faculty and staff is solv-
ing critical problems for the state and creating 
innovative solutions for business and industry. 
Additionally, CSU students give back to their 
communities by participating in 32 million 
hours of service annually. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to commend the Cali-
fornia State University system on 50 years of 
not only providing high-quality, affordable high-
er education to meet the changing workforce 
needs of California, but also preparing stu-
dents to become engaged members of their 
community, state and nation. 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H. Res. 1117 and to personally 
congratulate the California State University 
system on its 50th anniversary. As a Califor-
nian, I am proud to commemorate this won-
derful occasion. 

California is honored to be home to 23 
world-class universities in the California State 
University (CSU) system. As the largest uni-
versity system in the country, CSU serves 
nearly 433,000 students annually and provides 
jobs to almost 44,000 faculty and staff. 

I am privileged to represent the students 
and faculty of two of these outstanding institu-
tions—California State University Channel Is-
lands and California Polytechnic State Univer-
sity, San Luis Obispo (Cal Poly). As the new-
est California State University, students at 
CSU Channel Islands benefit from top notch 
classroom instruction, up-to-date technology 
and successful local business partnerships 
that provide a pathway to a well-rounded edu-
cation. As a nationally ranked university, Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo has become a proven 
leader in engineering, architecture, and agri-
culture. 

During these tough economic times, the 
CSU system is critical to ensuring our ’nation’s 
long-term economic prosperity. As the most di-
verse and affordable system in the country, 
CSU provides us with a future robust work-
force. These graduates will play a vital role in 
the growth and development of the economy 
and our local communities in California and 
across the nation. 

I urge my colleagues to pass H. Res. 1117 
and commemorate this wonderful achieve-
ment. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 50 years 
ago today, the State of California made a de-
cision that would alter the course of a nation. 
By establishing the California State University 
system to work in conjunction with the Univer-
sity of California and California’s community 
colleges, our state’s forward thinking policy-
makers declared that California would be a 
state where higher education was the birth-
right of every qualified resident. 

Since then, CSU has awarded nearly 2.5 
million degrees, about 90,000 annually. Be-
cause leaders in California’s past had the vi-
sion of what a better California could look like, 
the Golden State has become the world’s 
great innovator in computers, biotechnology, 
space exploration, and clean technology. 

The history of human civilization is replete 
with examples of great societies that fell into 
decline when they no longer prioritized edu-
cation. We know that CSU returns $4.41 for 
every dollar the state invests in it, and CSU 
creates $13.6 billion in economic activity. 

What will happen to us if we continue to sys-
tematically defund the 23 CSU campuses that 
produce our future teachers, nurses, and engi-
neers? What will happen to California if our 
leaders fail to recognize the fierce urgency of 
now? 

I was proud to serve as a California State 
University trustee, and it was saddening to wit-
ness almost yearly increases in student fees. 
I never voted for an undergraduate student fee 
increase—essentially a tax on students—be-
cause when we tell qualified students that we 
can’t afford to give them the education they 
deserve, we don’t just harm the individual. 
When we tell more than 40,000 qualified stu-
dents that they are no longer welcome to an 
education in California, as we did in 2009, we 
are really saying that California is no longer 
prepared to be a leader in our global econ-
omy. 

Today is a day for celebration. CSU has 
been a pillar of growth for California for 50 
years, and I congratulate all the administra-
tors, faculty, staff, and students that have 
made it a success. But today must also be a 
call to action. We must unite to say it’s time 
to increase investment in education and Cali-
fornia’s future. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman yields back the balance of 
her time. 

The question is on the motion offered 
by the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. WOOLSEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1117. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE 482ND 
FIGHTER WING 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise tonight to congratulate Home-
stead’s Air Reserve Base 482nd Fighter 
Wing for receiving the Department of 
Defense Reserve Family Readiness 
Award. Through the vigilance of these 
brave men and women in uniform every 
day, Americans can live with a greater 
peace of mind. The safety of our fami-
lies is dependent on them. And it is 
heartwarming to know that our mili-
tary families are given the extra sup-
port that they need. 

The strong leadership of Wing Com-
mander BG William B. Binger has made 
this distinction possible. He serves as 
an inspiration and motivation for such 
a remarkable unit and support per-
sonnel. 

Again, congratulations to the 482nd 
Fighter Wing of the Homestead Air Re-
serve Base for this well-deserved honor. 
Congratulations, ladies and gentlemen. 

REMEMBERING PENNSYLVANIA 
STATE TROOPER PAUL G. RICHEY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart 
that I rise today and speak of the death 
of Pennsylvania State Trooper Paul G. 
Richey. On January 13, Richey re-
sponded to a domestic dispute call. He 
volunteered because he had taken a 
call at that residence outside Oil City, 
Pennsylvania, in the past. This time he 
was shot in the neck as he stepped out 
of his car, and never had the time to 
react. In the residence, the shooter 
killed his wife and then himself. 

Richey was a native of Venango 
County, born and reared in Sandy 
Creek Township, and a graduate of 
Franklin High School. He graduated 
from Edinboro University with a de-
gree in criminology, and then from the 
Pennsylvania State Police Academy. 
He was married to Carrie Cornell for 
more than 15 years, and he left two 
children: Conner, age 9, and Catherine, 
6. He was active in his church and 
Scouting with his son. He is also sur-
vived by his parents, Clinton and 
Nancy Garmong Richey. 

Richey lived up to the call of honor 
of the Police Academy, which states, ‘‘I 
must serve honorably, faithfully, and if 
need be, lay my life down as others 
have done before me.’’ My thoughts 
and prayers are with the family. 

f 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize International Wom-
en’s Day and to highlight the needs of 
mothers around the world. 

Every minute somewhere in the 
world a woman dies in pregnancy or 
childbirth. Most of these deaths are 
preventable with targeted, cost-effec-
tive interventions and increased access 
to maternal health care. I applaud 
President Obama’s newly announced 
global health initiative and its focus on 
maternal health issues. These pro-
grams will make sustainable changes 
in the daily lives of women around the 
world. 

Now I call on my colleagues to take 
the next step and fully fund the initia-
tive and the programs that are meeting 
the dire needs of women in need world-
wide. We owe the women of the world 
no less. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 
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